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THE FIRST REBIRTH

A New Capital 
over The Danube

With the Mongol invasion over, the nation 

needed to get back on track. The immense difficulty 

of this endeavour can be seen in the writings 

of the Chronicler of Bavaria, who noted that after 

an existence of 350 years, Hungary was no more.

In 1247, King Béla IV ordered a new capital to be 

established on the Castle Hill, in the heart of the 

kingdom. His aim was to provide protection against 

a second wave of Mongol invasion for the citizens 

of the trading town of Pest and Óbuda – built on 

the ruins of an ancient Roman outpost – as well as 

other settlements along the river. In addition, he also 

wished to establish a new administrative centre for 

the country.

King Béla IV pursued by the Mongol army – a depiction of the Mongol invasion in the Chronicon Pictum, after 1358 
| National Széchényi Library

The historical document bearing the first mention of the completed Buda Castle | National Archives of Hungary

A silver denarius from King Béla IV's reign
| Hungarian National Museum 

(…) having the river Danube 
fortifi ed by castles will benefi t 
our nation and all of Europe alike.
For this is the river of resistance.
King Béla IV’s letter to Pope Innocent IV, 11 November 1250
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Made of marl and limestone, and shaped by 

the forces of nature, this plateau proved to be the 

perfect location. It took less than a decade to erect 

the walls of the new fortress, as well as the first 

royal and civil residential buildings and churches at 

the northern end of Castle Hill.

The first residents of the fortress included the royal 

household, as well as ordinary citizens, largely 

Hungarians but many foreigners as well: Germans, 

who played a vital role in shaping the culture of the 

new town, Italians bringing their financial and artistic 

expertise, as well as a Jewish community, primarily 

merchants.

The Church of Our Lady of Buda Castle (more 
popularly known as Matthias Church): the 
church, favoured by the German community, 
has become an iconic landmark of Buda. 

The Church of Mary Magdalene:
This church served the Hungarian 
community of Buda Castle in the 
Middle Ages. 

A recent and sensational archaeologi-
cal find: a Mikveh (Jewish ritual bath)
from 13th century Buda. 

1235–1270
Béla IV, 
King of Hungary

1241–1242
The Mongol 
invasion all but 
destroys Hungary

1244
The charter of the town 
of Pest, which later 
formed the basis for 
the rights and privileges 
of the town of Buda

1246
News of a second 
Mongol invasion – the 
citizens of Pest and 
Óbuda are evacuated

1251
The Jewish community 
of Hungary receives 
a royal charter

1255
An offi cial document 
issued by King Béla IV 
mentions Buda as 
a functioning town

1301
The End of the 
Árpád Dynasty 




